
 
 

Noon, Mon. Rotary  
Club, Hills Restaurant 

 
 

5:30-6:30, Color Me Happy, 
Monongahela Area Library 

 
 
 

6:30PM, Mary Martha Joy  
Fellowship, First Presby. Church 

 
 
 

7PM, Boy Scouts  
Troop 1448, 1st Christian 

 

 
  

 

3-6PM, Farmer’s Market 
 
 
 
 
 

6PM, Game Night, Little  
City Coffee 

 
 
 

7PM, Friday Praise at 1st United 
Methodist Church 

 
 
 

9AM, “Saddle Up for Sweet Iris” 
event, SydMor (former Cox Arena), 

Park Avenue,  
both on 8 Sept. & 9 Sept.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8AM-3PM, Flea Market and  
Bake Sale, Free Indeed  

 

11AM, Monongahela Rotary  
Club Golf Outing, Riverview  

Golf Course, Bunola 

 

11AM, Monongahela Area  
Historical Society’s 2nd annual  

“Ye Olde Auction on the Green” 

 
 

10-4, Car Wash at Dierkens  
benefit Deacon Al Poroda  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11AM, Story Time,  
Monongahela Area Library 

 
 
 
 
 

5:30 Writers Group, Mon Area Lib. 

 
 
 

6PM, Keep Cursive Current,  
Monongahela Area Library 

 
 

7-10PM, Country Dance,  
American Legion, Dunkirk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

10AM, Sewing Group  
at 1st U. Methodist 

 
 

Nottingham Twp. Annual 
Bonfire 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
 
 

5PM, Healthy Kids  
Running, at Palmer Park 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

10AM-3PM, Free Indeed  
Car Wash at Dierkens 
Pharmacy Parking Lot 

 
 
 

Boy Scouts’ Popcorn Sale at 
Dierkens Pharmacy 

Parking Lot 

 
 
 

3-4PM, K’nex Club, 
Monongahela Area  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Yom Kippur 
 
 
 
 

9AM, On  Your MARC,  
The Best Yet  
5K Run/Walk 

 
 
 

11AM-4PM, Car Show at  
American Legion, Dunkirk  

 
 
 
 

7-11PM Monongahela Area 
Chamber of Commerce Dance 

Party, New Eagle Social Center  

 
3-6PM, Farmer’s  

Market 
 
 
 

5-6PM, Boy Scouts  
Troop 1352, St. Damien’s 

 

6PM, Music night,  
Little City Coffee  

(Hip-Hip Hooray, it’s back!!)  
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4-7PM, Wii Club,  
Monongahela Area 

Library  

 
1-4 PM, “Pittsburgh Big  

Band Legends  
and Andy Greg Band,“ 

Chess Park Gazebo,  
sponsored by the  

Mon Valley Academy  
for the Arts / Twin Coaches 

Orchestra Project 
 
 
 
 

 

A 
 

 
 

Rosh Hashanah 
 
 

Noon, Mon. Rotary  
Club, Hills Restaurant 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5:30-6:30, Color Me  
Happy,  Mon. Area Library 

 
 
 
 

6PM, Bud Cook Town Hall Mtg., 
Bentleyville Fire Dept 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11AM, Story Time,  
Mon. Area Library 

 
 
 

5:30 Writers Group,  
Monongahela Area Library 

 
 

6PM, Keep Cursive Current,  
Monongahela Area Library 

 
 
 

7-10PM, Country Dance,  
American Legion, Dunkirk 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

11AM, Coffee & Chess,  
Little City Coffee 

 
 
 
 

11AM, Story Time,  
Monongahela Area Library 

 
 
 

7PM, “Evacuation Tour” by Royal 
Ruckus, Hip Hop group from  
Florida on tour, at Little City  

Coffee, Fundraiser for Floridians  
affected by Hurricane Irma   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

7PM, Monongahela  
City Council   

 

6PM, Chamber of  
Commerce, Winery 

 
 
 

11AM, Story Time,  
Monongahela Area Library 

 
 

6PM, Keep Cursive Current,  
Monongahela Area Library 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Patriot Day 
 
 
 

4-7PM, Wii Club,  
Monongahela Area 

Library  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

3-6PM, Farmer’s Market 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

4-7PM, Wii Club,  
Monongahela Area 

Library  
 
 

6PM, Mon.-Donora Lions  
Club, Mtg., Donora Library  

 
 
 

7PM, MARC 11th Annual  
Town Hall Meeting,  

Monongahela Fire Hall 
 
 

 

Copies of calendar available at:    Sparkles by Shell — 246 W. Main St.,    Monongahela Area Chamber of Commerce Office — 212 W. Main St.,      
Rabe’s Trading Post — 210 Fourth St., or by emailing a request to mainstreet15063@gmail.com  

The Monongahela Main Street Program 

 
 
 
 

9:15AM, River Towns  
Coalition Meeting,  

Kara Alumni House,  
California University 

 
 
 

3-6PM, Farmer’s Market 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out our 
“Monongahela Main 

Street Program”  
Page on Facebook  

& “Like Us” if you do 
(Please!) 

SuggestionSuggestionSuggestion:::   
 

Schedule future Sept. events: 
for the 2nd or 4th Monday, or 

3rd or 4th Sunday.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Noon, Mon. Rotary  
Club, Hills Restaurant 

 
 

1-2 PM – Book Bites Book  
Club , (A Man Called Ove,  

by Fredrik Backman),  
Monongahela Area Library 

 
 
 

5:30-6:30, Color Me Happy,  
Monongahela Area Library 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

3-6PM, Farmer’s 
Market 

 
 
 
 

6PM, Game Night, 
Little City Coffee    

 

7PM, Movie night at 1st U.  
Methodist, showing: The Shack 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5PM, Healthy Kids  
Running, at Palmer Park 

 (also Oct. 1st & 15th) 
 
 

 
 
 

Labor Day 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

7PM, New Eagle  
Borough Council 

 
 
 

11AM, Coffee & Chess,  
Little City Coffee 

 
 
 

11AM, Story Time, Mon. Area Libr. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11AM, Coffee & Chess,  
Little City Coffee 

 
 
 

11AM, Story Time,  
Monongahela Area Library 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10AM-5PM Clean-Up  
Event at Gas Station,  
Park Ave. & W. Main 

 
 

10AM-3PM, Free  
Indeed Car Wash  

at Dierkens 

 

3-6PM, Spaghetti Dinner  
at 1st U. Methodist 

 

3-4PM, K’nex  
Club, Monongahela  

There are 95 events listed on 
this month’s calendar, of 

which 77 are in Sept. & in 
Monongahela.  That’s a lot of    

reasons to come into town. 

3 Illustrations from Caldwell’s Atlas and the Daily Republican 

 
 
 
 

8AM-5PM, Donut Sale,  
St. Damien’s (Sat.  

9 Sept. & Sun. 10 Sept.) 

 
 
 

5PM, Healthy Kids  
Running, at Palmer Park 

  
 
 
 
 

“Save the Date” 
9PM, 27 Oct., “Creepy Tales” 
Walking Tour of Monongahela 

Cemetery 

September   2 0 1 7 

Additional 9 September Event 
Bicentennial of James Chapel  

(Stone Church), Union Township  

 
11AM, Story Time,  
Mon. Area Library 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 
11AM, Story Time,  
Mon. Area Library 

 
 
 
 
 

6PM, Keep Cursive Current,  
Monongahela Area Library 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Noon, Mon. Rotary  
Club, Club Assembly,  

Hills Restaurant 
 
 

5:30-6:30, Color Me  Happy,   
Monongahela Area Library 

 
 

7PM, Monongahela Area  
Historical Society,  

Laura Magone speaking  
on “The Cookie Table” 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
      1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 
 
 

26 27 28 29 30 

The 500 Block of West Main Street, Part II — Mrs. Scott’s Monongahela Academy 
 

Last month, our calendar story looked at the 500 block of West Main Street and the pre-Civil War center-hall houses that give this one block a distinctive 
character, making it a little more urban than the blocks further down the street toward Twelfth Street.  This month we feature another building of that type 
and era, but for the first time in this publication, it is a building that is no longer there.  The building housed an “academy,” or private high school, in the 
1890s, but before that, it had been the home of a local political figure who served in both the Pennsylvania Assembly and United States Congress. 

“Save The Date” 
OCTOBER EVENT 

 
 
 

25 Oct. - MACC  
Annual Halloween Parade  
6PM line-up / 6:30 start 

“Save The Date” 
 

17 Nov. - 5-9PM  
Light-Up Night-style Festival 
& Parade, and legend  has it 
that “Santa Claus is Coming 

to Town” 

“Save The Date” 
6 Oct., Brian Anselmino  
Memorial Golf Outing,  

Lindenwood, Canonsburg 

Additional 28 September Event 
6PM, Concealed Carry/Hunting 
Safety Seminar, Mon. Fire Dept 

Additional 9 September Event 
11AM-6PM, Ethnic Food Fest, St. 
Mary’s Church, 506 High Street  

Additional 30 Sept. Event 
1-2PM, Nookworms Teen Book 

Club, Mon. Area Library 

11th Annual MARC 
Town Hall Meeting 
7PM, 18 September 

Monongahela Fire Hall 
 

All three Washington 
County Commissioners 

Are on the program  

Clean-Up Party at the Old 
Tucker Gas Station 

(Old Guttman Texaco) 
10AM-5PM, 16 Sept. 

W.Main@1st St. 
 

Sponsored by Monongahela 
Main Street Program.  Come 

Volunteer if you are interested.   
 

Pot Luck Lunch at Noon. 

MARC September/October 
Events: 

18 Sept. - Town Hall Mtg. 
30 Sept. - 5K Race 

MARC Fall Wreath Contest  
Enter before 1 Oct., winner to be  
announced during the Halloween 
Parade, 25 Oct.  Details available 
at Chamber Office, 212 W. Main 

Hungry for Spaghetti?? 
 

Noon-6PM, Sat., Oct. 1st, Spaghetti 
Dinner benefit Deacon Al Poroda’s  

medical costs, Madonna School  
 

2-7PM, Oct. 1st, Spaghetti Dinner, 
ben. Jan Zenobi, Donora Social Hall 

 

(On 9 Sept., Fells Church  
is holding a Spaghetti Breakfast,  

7-10AM, ...but I digress) 

Additional Event:  
 

16-17 Sept., Covered 
Bridge Festival, Mingo 
Park & at other bridges 

“Save the Date” 

 

7 Oct., Fall Fleatique-on-the-Mon, 
MACC’s 12-block long event 

“Save the Date” 
7 Oct.  Rummage Sale at St. 
Nicholas Orthodox Church 



Check out the “Monongahela Main Street Program” Facebook Page, 
and “Like Us” (if you do).   

 
 
 

Officers/Members of the Monongahela Main Street Program 
President:  Dan Tregembo    Vice President:  Tobias Provan 
Secretary:  Paula Pro               Treasurer:  Christopher Grilli 
City Representative:  Ken Kulak 
At-Large Bd. Members: Anthony Bottino, Randall Rodriguez, 
Dorothea Pemberton, Scott Frederick, and Margaret Brown. 
Executive Director:  Terry Necciai 
 
 

 
 

The Monongahela Main Street Program is a charitable corporation incorporated 
under the laws of Pennsylvania and has been designated by the U.S. Internal     
Revenue Service, as of August 2017, as a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. 
 

(continued from the from the calendar side)  
 

    The Lawrence House stood where the West Main Street 
part of the Big G Tire Co. property is now, across Fifth Street 
from the Monongahela Fire Hall.  The larger illustration of it 
(on the calendar side) is from Caldwell’s Centennial Atlas of 
Washington County (1876), published when George Van 
Eman Lawrence lived there, after his first terms as a state 
legislator and then as a congressman.  The smaller inset image is 
of the same house, part of a newspaper advertisement printed 
in the Daily Republican during the brief period (1897-99) 
when the building contained the academy. 
    By the late-1880s, a private school was started in this block, 
maybe initially something like a private tutoring program, but it 
developed quickly into a “select school” or private academy.  
It was begun by Mary M. Lindsay Scott who took in four  
students in 1887, offering classes at her home, after being 
persuaded by the community that there was a local need for 
such a school.  Mrs. Scott’s husband, George T. Scott, a local 
merchant who had a carpet and wallpaper business, had died 
in 1880.  A native of Washington, Mary had taught school in 
the South just prior to the Civil War, but moved back to this 
area when the war began.  In 1869, her daughter Luella was 
born at the old William Wickerham House, 516 West Main 
Street, now the home of Dr. John Holets.  However, the family 
had apparently established themselves by about 1876 in the 
house at 506 (AKA 508) West Main, the house where David 
Miller’s Nationwide Insurance office is now.  She attempted 

to sell that house (506 West Main) in 1883, but apparently did 
not find a buyer.  There were two tiny store buildings in this 
block, one next to her house and one across the street, and she 
held classes in one or both of them at various times.  One had 
been part of A.C. Sampson’s property, and the other had been 
G.V. Lawrence’s office. 
    The two houses at the West Main Street and Fifth Street 
corners of this block were also affiliated with the school at 
various times.  The house that occupied the corner that is now 
part of the site of Big G. Tire was George V. Lawrence’s 
house (our cover illustration).  The house facing it, now the 
Colonial Apartments Building, was the home of Adam C. 
Sampson.  In the latter case, the affiliation was through the 
small building that is now attached to the Colonial Apart-
ments building, where she reportedly held some of her first 
classes.  In the case of the George V. Lawrence House, the 
academy rented it as their quarters, or as their main location, 
for about two years. 
    A.C. Sampson had an insurance agency, which was apparently 
located in the small, detached, one-story brick building next 
to his house (it is now attached to and part of the apartment 
building).  Lawrence was the son of an early member of the 
United States Congress, Joseph Lawrence, from West Bethlehem 
Township.  George V. Lawrence had been both a state      
representative and a state senator before the 1870s.  Later, he 
served in both these offices again and was also a United 
States Congressman.  He was the only politician from       
Monongahela ever to serve as Speaker of the House in the 
Pennsylvania Assembly (his father was also once the      
Pennsylvania Speaker of the House, but never lived in       
Monongahela).  In 1876, when he was not in office, Sen. 
Lawrence’s house was shown in Caldwell’s Atlas, in the 
drawing found on our calendar cover. 
    About 1871, Sen. Lawrence and A.C. Sampson, plus a partner 
named James William Lockhart, laid out a large plan of lots 
that now comprises the heart of the city’s Third Ward.  Called 
the Lockhart Plan, it extended from Chess Street at the bottom 
of the hill to the ridge at the top of the hill at Fourth Street.  It 
included some of the area from Sixth Street to Grant Street, 
and then to Ninth Street, Meade Street, and Twelfth Street, all 
of which extended up the steep hillside and which comprised 
the major north-south streets.  The main streets running east-
west, along the contour lines of the hillside were Stanton, 
Lincoln, Thomas, and Howard, plus the preexisting streets 
known as Chess Street and Coal Street (renamed Marne Avenue 
after World War I).  Most of the streets in the grid are named 
for Union generals and other figures of note during the Civil 
War such as Lincoln.  Lawrence and Sampson Streets were 
added later on a tract of land belonging to Sen. Lawrence, but 
the plan as a whole was associated with J.W. Lockhart, who 
otherwise has become a rather obscure figure in Monongahela 
history. 
    Most of the parcels in the Lockhart Plan were large lots 
designed to accommodate the construction of large, freestanding 
houses that occupied an entire block of ground, what were 
then called “suburban villas.”  Only about 6-10 of these were 
ever built, and then the blocks were subdivided in order to 
place smaller houses at the street corners.  The plan occupied 
land that had previously been a farm, and the Sampson family 
retained the original farm house.  Sampson was elected the 
first president of the People’s Bank when it was founded in 
1870.  But he died suddenly in 1872.  The bank later became 
the Monongahela City Trust Company.  Its 1927 building still 
stands at the corner of Second and West Main Streets. 
    By the 1880s, George V. Lawrence had moved to a new 
house at the corner of Ninth and Howard Streets in the    
Lockhart Plan (this house later belonged to the McGregor 
family, but was torn down, to allow for a new house built 
there about 1960).  His house at West Main and Fifth Streets 
had been sold to a man named Miller who lost the property to 
taxes in April 1889. 
    Mrs. Scott’s Monongahela Academy grew quickly from the 
first four students.  Before long, she had to place a limit on 
enrollment.  By 1893, the school was big enough that       
commencement exercises were held in the local opera house, 
and children under a certain age (first set at age ten, and later 
at 15) were not allowed to attend due to the limited number of 
seats available.  The school apparently needed more classroom 
space than what was available in the little office buildings.  In 
1897, the academy entered into a lease for the Lawrence 
House, which it remodeled to make the rooms serve          
appropriately as classrooms.  In 1899, the school moved 
again, this time to the “Silas Haley Homestead” (it is not 
known for certain, but this could be a reference to the house 
that Haley built in the 1860s at the east end of Stanton Street).  
By 1900, the academy alumni were having periodic reunions.  
Mrs. Scott continued teaching until ten days prior to her death 
in 1909 from pneumonia at age 71.  Her obituary only says 
that she taught in the public schools, but the academy apparently 
grew in importance after its demise, as a result of the successful 
lives of so many of its alumni.  While the school may not be 
named in Mrs. Scott’s obituary, the name of the school     
appears in many obituaries that were published as the various 
alumni passed away.  To some degree, the names that come 
up today in an online search for information on Scott’s    
Academy reads like a “Who’s Who” for the social elite of 
Monongahela around 1920. 
    Mrs. Scott was known as an especially good teacher of 
mathematics.  She was also a Sunday School teacher of the 

youngest children at First Methodist Church.  She had       
purchased a grand piano from local music teacher and       
merchant John Beaumont in 1886, the year before the academy 
opened.  Her children, Oliver and Luella, helped her as teachers 
at the school.  Her daughter Luella (also known as Lulu, or 
“Lu Scott”) became an important local musician and was 
well-known locally as a “Music Instructor,” the term that was 
used in the headline of her obituary. 
    Lu Scott played the organ at First Presbyterian Church for 
15 years until April 1903 when she resigned to become the 
organist at First Methodist Church.  She held the latter       
position for over 40 years.  Although her family had been 
Methodist for years, her change of venues was timed to coincide 
with the installation of a new organ donated by Andrew    
Carnegie.  Miss Scott played this organ until her tragic death 
in 1955.  The organ was so closely associated with her that it 
was commonly referred to as “Lu Scott’s organ.”  She gave 
concerts on it, and she was reputed to be a little more territorial 
about it than the average church organist of that era.  The late 
Homer (“Warren”) Delso told a story about how the church 
youth decided to play a prank on her many years ago, when 
he was a teenager, tearing toilet tissue up into little bits and 
climbing up on ladders to deposit it in the pipes.  As soon as 
Miss Scott got the mechanism up and running for the prelude  
to the Sunday service that week, and then struck the first few 
notes, the paper blew out like a cloud of feathers onto the 
choir loft and chancel. 
    When she died in 1955, Miss Scott was still a resident of 
the 500 block of West Main Street, where she and her mother 
had taught more than a half century earlier.  Her death came 
at age 86 as a result of an accident when she was crossing the 
street in front of her long-time home (506 West Main) on a 
dark evening and was struck by a car driven by a motorist 
who also lived on West Main Street, but in the 800 block. 
    The old G.V. Lawrence House was demolished in 1938 to 
make way for a gas station.  At about the same time, the 
Markell House, diagonally across the intersection of West 
Main and Fifth also became the site of a gas station.  A new 
era had come to Monongahela City. 
    The article in the Daily about the Lawrence House demolition 
speaks of its windows having slightly convex “lavender” 
glass, a special kind of window panes made of expensive  
lavender-tinted glass.  The article says that the same kind of 
glass had been found at the A.C. Sampson House as well, but 
that it had been removed in that location in the remodeling 
project undertaken a few years earlier (with Frederick 
Scheibler as architect) in which the house that is now an 
apartment building was refashioned to serve (briefly) as our 
local Elks Club headquarters. 
    According to the “Centennial Edition” of the Daily Republican, as 
issued in September 1946, Scott’s Academy was Monongahela’s 
most successful and long-running “select school,” but by no 
means the only one.  The paper lists nine other “select 
schools,” in most cases what appear to have been one-room 
type operations that only lasted for a year or two.  In addition 
to naming the people who ran those nine schools, it lists seven 
other individuals who once operated small private teaching 
facilities about which the dates and locations were less well 
known.  The second most successful “select school” in the 
history of the city had been started by T.R. Hazzard, the 
newspaper’s founder, more than a decade before the paper 
was started.  It operated for about four or five years.  The 
newspaper owners probably knew enough to make their    
assessment of these facts, as the Hazzard family (at least 
T.R.’s son, and co-founder of the paper, Maj. Chill W. Hazzard) 
lived at 512 West Main Street, between the earlier and later 
residences of the Scott family, until he died in 1901 (at which 
time it became home to his son Vernon Hazzard;  this is another 
symmetrical center-hall, 5-bay house on the same model as 
the Lawrence House, the Keenan House, etc., but the age of 
the Hazzard House is disguised by a layer of false stone facing 
added about 1950, and new windows).  Monongahela also had 
a focus on school development by the 1880s, when Central 
School was built, then burned, and then was rebuilt (1881-
1883). Information about early schools, including the 
speeches given at the school dedication events by Dr. John S. 
VanVoorhis, were printed in Dr. VanVoorhis’s 1993 book, 
The Old and New Monongahela.  The area’s earliest one-
room school facilities, before the passage of Pennsylvania’s 
1834 Uniform School Act, were privately owned.  Schools in 
that era often involved a focus on music, and they were some-
times organized and promoted first as “singing schools.”  Today, 
we have a similar phenomenon with businesses that teach music, 
such as From the Top Music Shop.  Maybe one day they will 
evolve into our next private academic institution. 
 
 

...and Now on a Related “Note” - Young Musicians Needed 
Mark Smith, from the Mid Mon Valley Academy of the Arts, 
is looking for high school-aged musicians for a Jr. “Big 
Band” group.  Must be able to play a “big band” instrument 
(e.g., saxophone, trombone, trumpet, clarinet, drums) and be 
able to read music well.  These are paid positions. 
 
 

Welcome to Our New Librarian Stop by the library to welcome 
our new library director, Amy Riegner, who started in the 
position on September 5th.  Amy is currently a resident of 
McKeesport, but she and her husband are house hunting for a 
new residence somewhere in the Monongahela/Elizabeth area. 

       The whispers of a steamboat organ playing somewhere The whispers of a steamboat organ playing somewhere 
around the corner, not far from Main Street….around the corner, not far from Main Street….  CALLIOPICACALLIOPICA  

by Terry A. Necciai, RA, Preservation Architect / Architectural Historian (703) 731- 6266 Vol. 4, No.9Vol. 4, No.9Vol. 4, No.9   

$2 Donation 

Suggested  
 

“For a Thriving Downtown and a Fully Engaged Community” 

 

The Monongahela Main Street Program 

Brownsville, Pennsylvania  -  Saturday, November 4th 
 

A Tour of the Town, plus Feast and Wine Tasting 
 

An opportunity to see the amazing transformation that 
is underway in the Mon Valley Town of Brownsville 
 

The Monongahela Main Street Program has scheduled its fall 
bus tour, which this year will be a visit to Brownsville to attend 
an event known as “A Taste of Italy,” a suppertime feast with 
the opportunity to sample homemade wine made by local 
families.  At least one of the winemakers who participates 
each year, Tom Hultz, lives in the Monongahela Area. 
    The tour will depart at 1PM, returning about 8:30PM, after 
the 6PM dinner.  This will be a unique opportunity to visit an 
amazing set of historic sites and recent revitalization projects 
in additions to partaking in the feast. 
    There is now about $20million worth of revitalization projects 
in Brownsville, either recently completed, underway, or 
about to begin.  This includes an $11million project about to 
begin to restore Brownsville’s Cast Iron Bridge, an           
internationally recognized Civil Engineering Landmark.  Another 
major project is a large new building on Market Street built to 
house 24 apartments for senior citizens, begun just a year 
ago, where construction is scheduled to be completed this Fall. 
    As a result of an economic downturn about 1980, followed 
by two decades of real estate speculation based on some things 
that never materialized, Brownsville became largely like a 
ghost town, with many boarded-up buildings.  A number of 
buildings had to be demolished after two decades of disuse, 
and many rehabilitation projects have since been pursued.  
The Brownsville Area Revitalization Corporation (BARC) is 
the owner of almost a dozen downtown buildings where   
rehabilitation projects are either completed or in the planning. 
    The tour will include: 

• A visit to BARC’s headquarters, the Flatiron Building 
Heritage Center. 

• A visit to St. Peter’s R.C. Church, an amazing piece of 
architecture and one of the most historic buildings in 
the Mon Valley. 

• A visit to the Rose House, originally an 1873 bank, 
which will one day be a bed-and-breakfast. 

• Brief walking tours of Brownsville’s two National 
Register-listed historic districts. 

• An “architect’s tour” of the Thompson House (now 
Twelve Oaks restaurant). 

• A visit to the Cast Iron Amphitheater, a project      
designed and built by local high school students,   
under the leadership of a teacher who now works for 
Ringgold School District. 

 

And one more exciting detail:  We will be riding in a restored 
ca.1960 “antique” coach-style bus (like 88 Transit in the olden 
days), and with the bus company owner as our “designated driver.” 
 
 
 

Make your reservation today.  Contact the Monongahela 
Main Street Program at mainstreet15063@gmail.com, or stop  
in the Monongahela Area Chamber of Commerce Office at  
212 West Main Street for more details. 


